
The First Reading: Numbers 11:16, 24-29 

16 The LORD said to Moses: “Bring me seventy of Israel’s elders who are 
known to you as leaders and officials among the people. Have them come 
to the Tent of Meeting,  that they may stand there with you. 
24 So Moses went out and told the people what the LORD had said. He 
brought together seventy of their elders and had them stand around the 
Tent. 25 Then the LORD came down in the cloud and spoke with him, and 
he took of the Spirit that was on him and put the Spirit on the seventy 
elders. When the Spirit rested on them, they prophesied, but they did not 
do so again. 
26 However, two men, whose names were Eldad and Medad, had remained 
in the camp. They were listed among the elders, but did not go out to the 
Tent. Yet the Spirit also rested on them, and they prophesied in the camp. 
27 A young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in 
the camp.” 
28 Joshua son of Nun, who had been Moses’ aide since youth, spoke up 
and said, “Moses, my lord, stop them!” 
29 But Moses replied, “Are you jealous for my sake? I wish that all the 
LORD’s people were prophets and that the LORD would put his Spirit on 
them!” 

The Second Reading: James 4:7-12 

7 Submit yourselves,  then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from 
you. 8 Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, 
you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Grieve, mourn 
and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. 
10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up. 
11 Brothers, do not slander one another. Anyone who speaks against his 
brother or judges him speaks against the law and judges it. When you 
judge the law, you are not keeping it, but sitting in judgment on it. 12 There 
is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the one who is able to save and destroy. 
But you—who are you to judge your neighbor? 
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The Gospel Reading: Mark 9:38-50 

38 “Teacher,” said John, “we saw a man driving out demons in your name 
and we told him to stop, because he was not one of us.” 
39 “Do not stop him,” Jesus said. “No one who does a miracle in my name 
can in the next moment say anything bad about me, 40 for whoever is not 
against us is for us. 41 I tell you the truth, anyone who gives you a cup of 
water in my name because you belong to Christ will certainly not lose his 
reward. 
42 “And if anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, 
it would be better for him to be thrown into the sea with a large millstone 
tied around his neck. 43 If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better 
for you to enter life maimed than with two hands to go into hell, where the 
fire never goes out. 45 And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is 
better for you to enter life crippled than to have two feet and be thrown 
into hell. 47 And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. It is better for 
you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and 
be thrown into hell, 48 where 
“‘their worm does not die,   and the fire is not quenched.’ 49 Everyone will 
be salted with fire. 50 “Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can you 
make it salty again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with each 
other.” 
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